
CONSCIENCE MATTERS
JULY 8 • Session 5 • A Conscientious Protector

Introduction:
- Review of the lesson on “Calibrating Our Conscience”

- How do we respond when “consciences come into conflict?”

- Timeless and timely guidance from the Lord: Romans 14:1-15:7

1. Prioritizing conscientious beliefs 
3 levels of beliefs
- Beliefs of Kingdom Unity

- Beliefs of family diversity 

- Beliefs of personal liberty

2. Profiles of conflicting consciences (Romans 14) 
- These are not “level 1” issues of Kingdom Unity regarding the faith

- These are “Level 3” issues of Personal Liberty

- These are issues of “weak faith” and “strong faith”

3. Principles for conscience conflicts
12 principles to follow when disagreeing with other Christians on issues of conscience 

- Welcome those who disagree with you (Romans 14:1-2)

- Those who have freedom of conscience must not look down on those who don’t. (Romans 14:3-4a)



- Those whose conscience restricts them must not be judgmental toward those who 
  have freedom (Romans 14:3-4)

- Each believer must be fully convinced of their position in their own conscience (Romans 14:5)

- Assume that others are acting for the glory of God (Romans 14:6-9)

- Do not judge each other in these matters because we will all one day give an account to God 
  (Romans 14:10-12)

- Your freedom on an issue may be correct, but don’t let your freedom destroy the faith of a 
  weak brother (Romans 14:13-15)

- Disagreements over nonessential issues are not as important as building each other up 
  in righteousness, peace and joy (Romans 14:16-21)

- If you have freedom don’t flaunt it; if you are strict, don’t expect others to be strict 
  like you (Romans 14:22)

- A person who lives according to their conscience is blessed (Romans 14:22-23)

- We must follow the example of Christ, who put others first (Romans 15:1-6)

- We bring glory to God when we receive one another as Christ has received us (Romans 15:7)

Additional Notes


